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Mexico City Press Hails Decision of U. S. Shrimp
Fishermen Bot to Fish Within 9 Miles of‘Eexice’a Goast

=

During the weak en&ing July 259 1953 the Mexico City
preas carried consplicuous front-page articles and editorials

-praising the deciaslon adopted at the III Annunal Convention

af the Shrimp Assoclatlion of the Americas not to fish within
nine miles of the Mexican coast, and speculating that this
dscision may be followed by formal recognition of Mexico's
c¢laim to nine miles.

Hesdlined "Possibility that Mexicot®s territorial waters
may be fixed at 16 kilometers®™ an artiecle in Excelsior of
July 24 stated "... Washington at preseat is studying the
bases for a Mexican-Horth American treaty whereby the owners
of fishing vessels formally will agree not to fish within
ten [sig/ miles... In exchange for this, United States shrimp
Tishermen have asked that Mexico establish two refuge zones
near Tampico and Campeche where fishermen might seek shelter
from storms without exposing themselves to detentlion by Mexicm
gunboats,.."

%§¢elsio§ attributed the above statements to Manuel
SAN » fresident of the ¥iaternaticnal Commission™ of the
Shrimp Association of the Americas and Vice~President of the
Brownsville Shrimp Exchange (a private compeny).

Inquiries nade in fishing circles indicated that American
members of the Shrimp Asscciatlon, three or four weeks ago,
aent to the Unlted States Department of State a memorandum
setting forth the need for respecting Mexieco®s nine-mile limit
and requesting that a formel agreement to that effect be snter-
ed 1Into with the Mexlecan Government.

The Embassy has besn unsucesssful in its efforts to
secure a oopy of the memorandum ian question.
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T According to the local press, the III Convention of the
Shrimp Association of the Americas was attended by 37 American

and 19 Mexican representatives of fishing industriss. Among

members of the Association are the Texas Shrimp Association,

the Floridsa‘*Fishermen®s Association, Chamber of the Mexican

e Fishing Industry, and a number of asscciate members from the
e 7 atate of Loulsiana,

Relevant to the developments recounted above, was an item
in Mexico City*s El Uniwversal of July 24, 1953 which disclosed
that ecertain Mexlican fishermen have teen conniving with Amer-
ican-~owned vessels io contravene Mexican fishing laws., The
Mexican fishermen, accoerding to the item in question, sold
their shrimp catch to the American vessels, which paid them in
United States dollars. To justify their returning to port with
holds empty, the fishermen fabricated stories $o0 the effect
that they had been chased away from fishing grounds and attack-
ed by Americam "pirates®,

The Mexican Navy commissioned its personnel at Gulf ports,
‘ineluding Tempico, Veracruz, Campeche, and Ciudad del Carmen
to investigate denunciations of the above nature and verified
that the Mexican fishermen put to sea properly equipped with
food for several days, ice for keeping the catch, and fishing
peralt; and that they invariatly returned to port with holds
empty and the same story of piracy. Although the Mexican Navy
rushed eoast patrel planes t6 persecute the offenders, none
was ever sighted, and this prompted the Navy to investigate
farther.

Vessels found in Mexican territorial waters do not inw
fringe Mexican fishing laws unless they are found with nets in
water. By sellling their catches to such vessels, the article
ran, Mexican Tishermen not only connived with the vessels to

- contravene Mexican fishing laws but also enabled them to evade

- fishing taxes.

For the Ambassader

e g *.;(ﬁ:—.m.;f SN A
i Counsel for Agricultural Affairs
ce-FAS

| ' - N

UNCLASSIFIED

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/10/03 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000800240013-6



